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Iutk Care Ltd

Antique Clock Repairs,

Restoration & Congerbation

John Mathieson Grad BHI
West Dean / BADA Diploma
Based in Tonbridge

Tel: 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk

Perspectives Magazine publishes
advertisements and articles in good faith in
respect of goods and services advertised;
neither the editor, any members of the team,
publisher, nor the parochial church council
nor the parish church of St.Peter and
St.Paul, Tonbridge, nor any member of it, can
accept any responsibility for any
misdescription or for the quality of goods or
services offered to or received by customers.

Need help ?
=

Software & Hardware
Installation / Upgrades
Repairs

Virus / malware removal
Yearly system checkup
Internet issues

Friendly Professional Advice & Support for Business & Home
...call Andrew

01732 742454 or 07957 648461

email: andrew@prosphero.co.uk

David Rowe
PLUMBING & HEATING

For all your domestic plumbing and heating
requirements, from a dripping overflow to a full
central heating system or bathroom Installation.

Ex-boller manufacturer’s service engineer.
Fully Insured and Gas Safe registered.

07715 266311

droweph@virginmedia.com
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Proprietor: David Rowe ACIPHE RHP
24 Estridge Way, Tonbridge, Kent TN10 4JT

PEEK LANDSCAPING

Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage,
Fencing/gates, Turfing, Planting
Garden Clearance.

All work carried out to the highest standard,
customer references available on request.

Fully Insured.

For free advice and quotations,
contact Brooke Peek on:

M: 07494 538522
E:brooke_ peek@hotmail.co.uk

Please support us by mentioning Perspectives when responding to all adverts
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edition of Perspectives or would like to receive
this magazine on a quarterly basis please
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perspectives@tonbridgeparishchurch.org.uk
or Perspectives Editorial Team,
The Coach House, Church Street,
Tonbridge, TN9 THD
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St Peter & St Paul - St Philip - St Andrew « St Saviour

The Perspectives logo on the front cover
represents the four churches united in
sharing God’s love.

Dear Friends

As restrictions are lifted
and we begin to live in
a new normal, many
will welcome the
re-opening of theatres.
Actors rehearsing their
scripts, dancers
limbering up, singers
warming up their vocal
cords, all before the
curtains open to reveal
the stage as music fills
the air and the performing arts begin to heal!

With a sense of anticipation and excitement, and |
am sure many tears of joy, they will welcome
audiences back. How many of us look forward to
going, to soak up the amazing atmosphere
created for our pleasure?

September will bring new beginnings for many,
not just for theatres: new terms, a new school or
university, a change of roles. Perhaps we all feel
the need to limber up, warm up and step out
again where we have been restricted for so long.
Are you raring to go or is it with some trepidation
you peek around the curtain to the wider world
outside?

While the wonderful world of the theatre is a
performance we are invited to watch, our lives are
to be lived as participators, interacting with others,
sharing the highs and lows of life together. We see
this lived out in our communities and families,
through relationship and community.

Our churches’ aim is to reflect this whole life
participation as we welcome people to be a part of
the family of Christ. We are alive and active in our
town, in our church buildings and beyond.

We look forward to joining with you as the curtain
is pulled back and we limber up for life in the
new normal.

Blessings

The Rev'd Wendy Carr
Associate Vicar

ﬁ @TonParishChurch [[@www bitly/TonParishChurchYT @ peterpaulton L J @PeterPaulTon
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My Faith and My Role in the Community

The Ruxtons

Peter and Hilary Ruxton have been living and working
as members of our parish for the last 18 years.
Read on to discover more of their life together

Tell us a little about yourselves?

The ‘Ruxtons’ came to Tonbridge as a family of
four — we are now just two - but we soon move to
the West Country to become seven!

Both Will and Sarah, our children, live in
Cheltenham with their partners, Eliza and Tim.
Plus, we have a new granddaughter, Imogen, via
Sarah and Tim. We are African at heart - the
magnetic pull of our family is too strong —we
move to the Cotswolds in October this year.

Hilary and | were teenage sweethearts! We met in
the youth group of our parents’ United Reformed
Church, Brighthelm, in Brighton. We then went
our separate ways: Hilary to Nottingham and then
on to The Bahamas to teach - going west; and
Peter, to Leeds University and then Australia as an
Exploration Geologist — going both west and east
(depending on which way round you go)!

We re-met in Cairns, Australia, on the Great Barrier
Reef. After a frenetic international relationship,

| picked up a copy of ‘Perspectives’ the other day
and realised that it was Issue 51. Now my maths is
not the best, but with four issues a year, that
means that the ‘Perspectives’ magazine is now
over ten years old! It is a huge achievement to
have kept this Parish Outreach magazine .
going for so long — well done : =
to all involved! = ;

| remember the early days.
We were a small band led
by our Editor-in-Chief David
Heyes, who did a fantastic =~ 7/
job, not only rounding us up; =
ensuring a good standard of - .
copy, but also in encouraging’
folk to write interesting articles. -

Many good people have been involved over the
years, with quite a few tasks and challenges to be
met to ready each edition.
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we married in the UK, but were soon living firstly
in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, then moving
to Australia: Kalgoorlie (adding Will), Darwin
(adding Sarah) and finally Brisbane.

We returned to the UK with two young children,
residing briefly in Saltdean and then Otford, before
settling for 18 years in Tonbridge - commutable to
London and near a wide range of schooling
options.

What led you to St. Peter & St. Paul, Tonbridge?
Hilary and | were re-Confirmed Anglicans together
on Easter Day 1990 in Kalgoorlie, Western
Australia, and have since dedicated our lives to our
faith and Christian journey, together. Naturally,
when we came to Tonbridge, it was to the
Anglican Church we turned. We joined in at St.
Peter & St. Paul at a difficult time spiritually. The
Parish went into interregnum and Mark Brown
and family arrived to re-build.

My role was Distribution. Our vision was to deliver
one copy of the magazine through every door in
the wider Parish at least once a year. This way we
could ensure that all in the Parish knew that
somebody cared and that God is there for them
too.,
|
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| got to know the streets of north
Tonbridge very well as Hilary and
| delivered most of the ~2,000
magazines for the first year or
two.

‘Perspectives’ is an immense out-
_reach to the community, so well
"~ done to all those involved in

= ‘carrying the baton’ today!

May God richly bless you for your hard work and
servicel!l
Peter Ruxton

perspectives 4
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Tell us a little about your Church life?

Initially Peter was on the PCC and a Deputy
Warden, before trying to encourage young people
via ‘Soul Survivor’ to lead and excel in the music
group. Hilary’'s focus was always with the young
people, and she quickly helped regenerate the
Sunday School, then supported SOS and more
recently Refresh. She was asked to take on a three-
year stint as Church Warden, bringing a different
style to the job, the focus on relationship, people-
first, mixed with strong encouragement and
compassion.

One of our greatest joys has been the growing
relationship with our Brothers and Sisters in
Kondoa, Tanzania. To be able to empathize and
build relationships with those who have nothing
materially, yet many things spiritually, has
changed our lives. We were immensely privileged
to have been able to help introduce a number of
young people to Kondoa through three trips over
the years. The links we have built as a Parish with
Kondoa will never die, but will carry on into the
next life; indeed, the eternal link is already
established.

Latterly, our faiths have deepened, principally
through the Diocesan “Closer” journey with
Susanne Carlsson, but also through Parish-
organised ‘Quiet Days'. We both now journey with
the ‘Mystics’, Peter more formally through an MA
in Christian Spirituality at Sarum College, Salisbury.

Tell us about Hilary’s artistic talents?

Hilary was born creative, spontaneous and lively —
very much like her mother Norma - a mantle that
has been taken on by our daughter Sarah (very
much from the Wadman gene-pool, not the
Ruxton-side!). Hilary began working with stained
glass some eight to nine years ago, learning and
working through Adult Education in Tonbridge.

She entered the International Stevens Competition
in London winning her first commissioned piece,
but has also designed and built pieces for homes
and businesses, as well as fixing damaged stained-
glass windows in our churches!

How do you relax?

For Peter, bird watching, Sky sports, a good movie,
a mellow glass of Rioja, and hovering (with intent)
over a BBQ.

For Hilary, a hot bath with bubbles (both scented
and quaffable), walks in nature, good Film dramas
and swimming laps.

Thank you for your time.

The Gulf Stream

A Glass Installation for the
Proton Beam Therapy Unit
University College Hospital London

This Glass Art work was finally installed last week
in the Waiting Room for patients as they undergo
treatment for complex cancers - especially children.

This Glass Project began early in 2019, after winning the
commission through an International Glass Competition
organised by the
Worshipful Company of Glaziers in London.

It was my first commercial commission in stained glass,
So a very deep plunge into very deep water!

The challenge has been so much more than designing
and making glass: hospital site visits, liaising with
construction at the NHS, finding and accessing large
kilns to take kilos of fused glass, sourcing and
transporting large amounts of glass safely, managing a
budget, tapping into professional glass advice — and all
through the isolation of lockdown.

When the task overwhelmed me all | could say was,
‘l can't do this Lord, but You Can — here |l am -
show me and equip me.’

The most unexpected highlight of almost 3 years’ work
has been the profound joy in the gift of creativity, quietly
working in the home studio, praying and meditating
over the construction and ideas — many times it has
been the most beautiful place of peace, solitude, trust
and growth.

| eagerly await feedback from the Radiography
Department at the London hospital as families and
patients going through the toughest moments of their
lives, sit and wait alongside The Gulf Stream —
a Journey in Nature with a message of Hope.
May God pour on them an abundance
of peace and healing hope.
Amen!

Hilary Ruxton
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Your Community

Ra

ihbows

Blownies

In the “olden days” (that means pre-Covid!) when
out and about with my Brownie unit or when
dashing out the office to get to meetings on time,
| would often hear, ‘Oh, | used to be a Brownie, |
loved it!" The good news is that Brownies, along
with all the other sections of Girlguiding, is still
thriving in Tonbridge and girls (and leaders) still
love it, so why not come and join the fun?!

Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and
young women in the UK, with over 320,000
members supported by over 80,000 amazing
volunteers. We give girls and young women a
space where they can be themselves, have fun,
build great friendships, gain valuable life skills,
build their confidence and make a positive
difference to their lives and their communities.

In Tonbridge we have active Rainbow (5-7yrs),
Brownie (7-10yrs), Guide (10-14yrs) & Ranger (14-
18yrs) units. Although we often meet in the various
church buildings within the town, we are open to
girls and leaders of all faiths or none, from all
backgrounds and all abilities.

We know that the lives of girls now are very
different from those of earlier generations, and we
have changed as their lives have changed. The
uniforms are no longer long skirts and wide-
brimmed hats! In the last 18 months units have
even taken to the virtual world of Zoom, and
needless to say, the girls were often more clued-
up than their leaders, my Brownies frequently
reminding me how to adjust the settings.

All sections in
Tonbridge were

W able to keep going
throughout all the
| lockdowns. Girls
continued to

GIRLGUIDING

complete badges, challenges and awards. We've
had virtual sleep-overs, Zoom breakfasts, socially-
distanced BBQ's, many different ways of meeting,
which were all the more important during the
pandemic. Promise celebrations were held
virtually, badge activities were shared, and we
celebrated with two volunteer leaders who
completed their Leadership Qualification.

As the new term comes around, how Rainbows,
Brownies, Guides and Rangers will be able to meet
safely remains unclear but one of the oldest
Brownie units in the Town - 6" Tonbridge - is re-
opening after a short pause with new leaders. The
many other units across Tonbridge will no doubt
be encouraging their girls to plan an exciting and
fun term of meetings in whatever format is
possible.

If you would like to be part of the fun of
Girlguiding, or have a daughter the right age to
join one of our sections, please visit
www.girlguiding.org.uk.

Below is a table of all the different units meeting
in the Tonbridge area; do look online or contact
the Perspectives magazine who can put you in
touch with a local volunteer who would be happy
to answer any questions. Clare Norman

3“4 Town Rainbow Unit Christchurch, High St Tue
34 Guide Unit Christchurch, High St Tue
1** Brownie Unit Christchurch, High St Tue

11*" Brownie Unit Fisher Hall, Lyons Crescent Mon
2" Town Rainbow Unit Fisher Hall, Lyons Crescent Mon
12" Guide Unit Methodist Ch., Higham Lane Mon
13 Guide Unit Methodist Ch., Higham Lane Thurs
Methodist Ch., Higham Lane Thurs

12*" R.G.U. Ranger Unit Methodist Ch., Higham Lane Thurs

1°* N'th Distr.
Rainbow Unit

13t Brownie Unit

Methodist Ch., Higham Lane Wed

7t Brownie Unit St. Philip’s Church Tue
8™ Guide Unit The Brent Hall, TN10 3TL Fri

2" Brownie Unit Tonbridge Parish Church Mon
1** Town Rainbow Unit Tonbridge Parish Church Mon

1%t Guide Unit Tonbridge Parish Church Thurs

4™ Brownie Unit Tonbridge Parish Church Tue

6" Brownie Unit Tonbridge Parish Church Wed
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Children’s Page

Can you find leaves that match the colours below?
When you've found one stick it on to the page

Can you find your way through
l the tree maze?

gosseey
00
§1ss ={Ts I:
I'-r l I-'-I'
14 l,,l,,,l.'

Uopouids ‘upduung ‘010104 “DIUD9) ‘S1044p7) ‘9800go)) 110220.g ‘supag ‘auiblagny Se|qn1a5oA

7 perspectives

'l
e

AUTUMN DAYS

Activities to keep you warm as the weather turns, along with the

leaves, over the coming months

Vegetable Hide-and-Seek

Can you find the 9 vegetables hidden in
this grid? Answers at
the bottom of the

page.
AlG|I|H | C|A|N|I |P|S
u||rR o, c|cl|o|L|I |N
BIE|A|L|IA|U|P|T|R|M
E c|G|F| B EIA|N|S|C
R|I|Pp|lujBlo|D|L|O|K
G|L|E|C|A|R|R|O|T|S

RilY| M| g|lu|s|J|A B
N| A L|T|E|D|CI|F|T|E
E/'G|F|U|B|/V| A|R|O N
WiCc|N|IT |K|PIM|U|P|Y

Seeing the wood for the trees

The names of some British trees are hidden in the

following paragroph but how many can you find”?
The answers will be issued on our YCF Ministry Facebook page in
October (see contacts page)

Holly and Hozel were best Friends. Holly liked

pineapples and Hazel didn't, but they both liked maple
syrup on pancakes. Holly had a brother called
Ash and Hazel had a brother called Ookley.
Their brothers played with slime and so did

they. Hozel's dad was going bald but Holly's
dod was already much bolder. Hazel's dad
was a welder and Holly's dad was
helmsman For a cargo ship.



Mission Action Group

These past months have been some of the hardest for our Mission Partners. Life has
changed and will never be the same again. But despite the challenges and constraints,
their resilience and determination to facilitate the mission of God have led to some

remarkable achievements. :
We look below at some of the recent developments of those working on the frontllne 7
locally and across the world, supported by Tonbridge Parish Church. ¥ F

-~ “ : MRE : Y
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High Hopes has links with 35+ schools in the Tonbridge area.

In normal times they lead assemblies on a weekly basis in rotation.
Their aim is to introduce children to the person of Jesus Christ and His
life-changing teaching.

As was the case with many organisations working with the schools, the
pandemic prevented in-school visits. With the help of Tonbridge Parish
Church, High Hopes purchased new equipment to enable the
production of videos to share in class groups as 'bubble worship'.

All material is now accessible via the High Hopes YouTube Channel and
has been well received by schools. New schools not previously visited
have requested to access the video material for bubble worships and
teaching on the recovery curriculum using unchanging Christian
truths.

www.high-hopes.org

ey ‘(;l. :
Bishop Given and the
Diocese of Kondoa, Tanzania

In this amazing photograph taken in July
2021, Bishop Given and his team celebrate
the ordination of eight new clergy, seven
i of whom have recently graduated from the 'l\
Kondoa Bible College with a Provincial Al
| Certificate in Theology. A

A number of these new Pastors were
¢ sponsored by folk from the Rochester
Diocese. The photo is taken in front of the
(¥4 growing new Kondoa Cathedral -the

“< Cathedral of St. Paul the Evangelist to the
Gentiles. Progress has been phenomenal with the two-storey building standing out like a beacon for
Christianity in the community of Kondoa.

The St. Peter & St. Paul Primary School continues from strength to strength. Principal Conjester has been
overseeing the expansion of the school to over a hundred pupils, with a waiting list of a further thirty
young hopefuls. Bishop Given and Conjester recently expressed their huge thanks to Tonbridge Parish
Church for providing the half-school fee for the year to help parents, pupils and the school to ease
through the crisis of the pandemic.

Kondoa.anglican.org

perspectives 8
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Mission Action Group

' The Langham Partnership

The Langham Partnership equips Christian leaders from around the
world to receive formal theological training and serve the church in
their home nations. It also trains pastors to preach and teach the Bible
and works with local leaders to develop, publish, and distribute biblical
resources and books that equip the local churches.

In recent months the use of new technology in training has led to a

" great increase in the reach of the seminars and preaching clubs,
even to countries previously closed off. Now more than 80 countries across 5 continents are reached.
In the past year alone 84 Scholars from 44 nations were supported to gain their theological PhDs.
Currently Scholars from Egypt, El Salvador, Myanmar, Pakistan, Taiwan, and Japan are studying for

- PhDs. This would not be possible without the support of library grant scheme, which enables more

~+ than 2 million students to access books and resources per year.

www.uk.langham.org.

Bishop Barham Trust

| Bishop Ken Barham writes:
~ Let me try and describe the situation in our parish of Nyabigoma, =
| Cyangugu Diocese in Rwanda. The heavy rains of a few months ago

n"ﬂ caused a massive landslide, which smashed through the school

T buildings. Nyabigoma was a ‘plant’ from the parish of Bweyeye. It is
. in the South of the country, and close to the border with Burundi.

When | took over the Diocese of Cyangugu in 1992, Bweyeye was

Y one of the only three churches that made up the diocese. The pastor there now, Pastor Thomas, was
ordained by me in 1995. It was then a three hour journey as we fought our way over rocks and dodgy

~ bridges from Cyangugu town to Bweyeye. In the past 18 months the Government has built a tarmac road
ﬂ' through the forest and all the way to the border.

The school at Nyabigoma has now been rebuilt, and the children are back in class - a source of great joy in
the parish. We have been able to pay John, the contractor, just over half of the bill for the rebuilding.

| We are grateful to those who have helped us with donations to cope with the emergency. Thank you! We
greatly value your support and your partnership in the gospel in Cyangugu Diocese.

=

Overseas Mission Fellowship: the Gelsthorpe family, Japan

We live in rural northern Japan where we run a small Japanese church. Sometimes people ask us, “What
do you do all day as a missionary?”

Among other ideas we have grand projects like community cafes, Christian Basics Courses, English
classes, and video games events. God, in his kindness, uses all of these to build and strengthen
relationships, but often he surprises us with what he uses to bring people together.

Last year we bought a table tennis table. So we often asked people, “Do you
takyu?” (Do you play table tennis?)

7 | Sometimes a middle-aged man, whilst cutting a serve into the far corner,
would talk about what it means to join a church; an older lady would show
her skill with backhand whilst getting to know one of our teenagers better;
children pour out hundreds of balls and laugh as they bounce them in
handfuls off the table.

How encouraging that the work of the church - that is building and growing
gospel-centred relationships - can be done whilst playing a game. Did we expect to see God growing his
church whilst we get surprisingly good at table tennis? No, but we have learned something important:
God can use simple, unexpected things to grow his church.

Mark Gelsthorpe (OMF missionary)
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If you are a regular of Tonbridge Philharmonic’s
brilliant concerts you may have wondered what
they have been doing since the world shut down!
Behind the scenes much has been happening, and
much has been learnt: from Zoom concerts and
choir rehearsals, where you couldn’t hear anyone
else, through coffee mornings online raising
money for a local food bank, to orchestra
rehearsals in a freezing tent that challenged
fingers and strings.

After 18 months as Musical Director (MD) of the
Society, Ben Westerman has recently moved to
Berlin. We are pleased to announce that we have
now appointed a new MD, Naomi Butcher.

Naomi comes to us with a wide range of
experience, not least as current Conducting Fellow
at the Guildhall School of Music. From September
both choir and orchestra will be back rehearsing
under Naomi's direction, ready for our first concert
in November.

There are plans to celebrate our 75" anniversary,
followed by our usual November concert and
Family Carols in December. When we stand to
sing Once in Royal David’s City (an alternative
carol may be chosen!) we will all, members, friends
and families, be thankful that we are there and can
still fill that wonderful, vaulted roof with our music.

Save the date! Concert on Saturday 20" Nov 21!
Tickets and other details available at
www.tonphil.org.uk.

We are also looking for new members.

Contact Joanna Mace at secretary@tonphil.org.uk

perspectives

Music has always had an important place in
worship in the churches, and Tonbridge has a rich

| musical tradition. The treasure chest of stories

and images found in Scripture and the personal
experiences of their faith have inspired many of
the greatest composers.

Since July we have been particularly joyful at
being able to sing again in church, even behind
our masks! Here we look at how some of the

1 many wonderful musical organisations in our

town have adapted since March 2020.

Tonbridge Music Club

TMC’s mission to bring live musical events to the
people of Tonbridge proved tricky last season,
with all concerts from March 2020 being
cancelled. However, this proved a creative
stimulus to find new ways to keep the music
going.

The team introduced a monthly online series,
‘Totally Tonbridge’, which drew on the richness
and musical calibre of professional artists and
talented young performers in our area, who
unstintingly contributed to create recorded
performances, articles and interviews. This proved
a great success and kept our musical spirits high!

We're excited to be planning live concerts again,
starting on 9" October, with the fabulous early
music vocal ensemble Stile Antico, performing
‘Toward The Dawn’, a programme particularly
appropriate for our time as we look forward with
new hope.

This season, we're also welcoming the acclaimed
Atéa Wind Quintet for a family concert, Tristan
Gurney and Friends in a programme of wonderful
Italian masterpieces, and the young, dynamic Van
Kuijk String Quartet. We also have our Coffee
Concerts on Sundays.

Excitingly, TMC is broadening the mix with its first
ever jazz evening, ‘All That Jazz’ with the Ben Cox
Jazz Band, and a ‘Totally Toddler! concert for little
ones with Jessie Grimes (clarinet) and Charis
Hanning (piano).

Full details of dates, artists and programmes, etc.
will shortly be available on our website

www.tmc.org.uk
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Music / Book Reviews

BACCHUS
Wind Orchestra

Brynly Clarke Conductor

Bacchuws lnvites yow...!

We invite you to an evening of music at St Peter
and St Paul's Church, Tonbridge, on Saturday 16th
October at 7.30pm. Join us in blowing away those
cobwebs with sparkling ballet music from Holst
and a moving trumpet concerto from Richard
Rodney-Bennett.

Tickets at the door or call Brittens Music 01892
526659 or at www.bacchuswind.org.uk

Give: Charity
and the Art
of Living
Generously

CHARITY AND
THE AR OF LIONG

Magnus
Macfarlane-Barrow

MAGNUS MACFARLANE-BARROW

ENTIA

An emotive, yet challenging
examination of the nature of charity

“Why do you do this?” It's a great question and
one which we should probably all ask ourselves
more often. The charity Mary’s Meals provides
midday meals at school for children in some of the
poorest places on Earth, a straightforward yet
practical way of supporting children not just with
nutrition for today but also hope for the future.

Almost 30 years after he became one of the
founders of Mary’'s Meals Magnus Macfarlane-
Barrow has a wealth of experience in the charity
sector.

This book will make you think about the role of
philanthropy and generosity in our lives and about
how we can maintain genuine motives and core
mission in the face of cynicism, exhaustion or
overwhelming need.

Can a charity grow into a major organisation whilst
still retaining the authentic, transformative power
of personal giving?

Sensible o
Shoes

Sharon
Garlough Brown

onsidle Hhoes

A STORY ABOUT THE
SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

(/z“’ﬂ‘% gat&diAZfﬁw wn

A captivating novel based on the lives
of four very different women

A moving story of four very different women in
different life situations who begin as disparate
strangers but develop strong bonds of friendship
when they meet at a retreat centre. The characters
are very believable and relatable. Hannah is a
minister who is so busy taking care of everyone
else that she doesn't realize how close to burn-out
she is. Meg, widowed young, is now left alone as
her daughter flies the nest. Charissa is a high-
achieving student who needs to keep up her
perfect image. She feels as if she could hardly have
less in common with Mara, a woman who has
experienced a lifetime of rejection and is now
struggling in a difficult marriage.

Can each one find the courage and support to face
the issues that they have been hiding, even from
themselves?

This book gently invites you to encounter your
own issues and to join in the spiritual journey to
healing and fullness of life.

Morwenna Fernandes
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Historical Perspectives

z‘t started with a prayer. Bertha (photo: top left)
the new Kentish Queen born in 539 AD had
moved to Canterbury from Francia to marry the
pagan King Ethelbert. She was a Christian and her
father made it a condition of the marriage that his
daughter could take her faith with her and also her
Bishop who became her chaplain. The King agreed
that she could have her freedom to do so, and out
of love for her he had a chapel commissioned
where she could pray. It was called Martin of Tours
(photo top right&bottom) after the Saint who
influenced her home town.

Bertha prayed for 17 years for the conversion of her
husband and the Anglo Saxon people. Her prayers
were answered in an unexpected way and the
church of St Martin's, built on the site of the
original chapel, is close to Canterbury Cathedral.

Soon after that, in 596, Augustine was sent to
England by Pope Gregory the Great to convert the
pagan Anglo Saxons. He arrived unexpectedly,
possibly at Richborough, where he waited until
arrangements could be made for him to have an
audience with the king. It had been expected that
Augustine would make his base in London or York,
but he proceeded to meet the King in Canterbury
and this was chosen instead. This city was well
placed politically and was the closest to the East
coast giving a good
connection with the
rest of Europe. The
timing was perfect for
the Christian message
to spread outwards
from Canterbury to
the rest of England.

There had been Celtic
missions, led by Aiden
from the North with
Irish and Scottish
monasteries as a
result. This model was
predominantly rural
and monastic.

perspectives

PBoin Prayer was
angtoered
in Canterbury

The Church of St Martin of Tours.in Canterbury =
is not only the eldest Christian church in Britain,
but also claimed to be the oldest in the entire
--English-speaking world...

Saint Augustine's Roman mission was the first of
its kind from the South and his focus was on cities
and urban areas. He also sought to bring together
the northern and southern approaches,
combining active ministry with contemplative
prayer, and reach all people, both in cities and the
countryside

After initial doubts, King Ethelbert received the
Christian message and it is thought that he was
baptised by Augustine in the chapel. This was a
crucial step to Augustine’s success. The King gave
his support by giving him the chapel as his base
and gifts that enabled the creation of a school and
library at the Abbey which for 1000 years was a
centre for learning and spirituality.

By December 597, thousands of Anglo Saxons
were converted; there was a mass baptism on
Christmas Day and the Christian message spread
outwards throughout England. Canterbury and its
historical sites of the Cathedral, where Augustine
was the first Archbishop, St Martin’s chapel and St
Augustine’s Abbey, the original burial place of
Anglo Saxon Kings, are now classed as a world
heritage site.

Timing for success is crucial: Queen Bertha prayed
for 17 years for her husband to believe the
Christian message;
Augustine arrived at just
the right time for the
message to be received
and spread throughout
England.

This should
encourage us not to
give up praying and
to trust God'’s timing

to be perfect.

Melissa Lavin/
Jean Bowring



Heritage Open Day

St. Peter & St. Paul

St. Saviour
Saturday 11th September 2021
T0am-4pm

Tonbridge Parish Church has a long history
dating back to Saxon times. Doors will open on
Saturday 11th September to mark the

Heritage Open Days 2021 Festival
ce#ebratmg history, culture and architecture
in the UK.

Read about our history at
www.tonbridgeparishchurch.org.uk/ourstory
and come along and explore our beautiful church
buildings — at the heart of a town which quietly
revels in a fascinating mix of architecture.

Contact the Parish office for more information:
parishoffice@tonbridgeparishchurch.org.uk

Coming soon Alpha
Online!

Starting Tuesday 7'" September 2021
7.45pm

Following on from
last year’s
successful online
courses, we are
offering Alpha
Online again

this Autumn!

Join others in a friendly and informal way
to explore questions around life and the
Christian faith.

The online programme includes short film
clips and small group discussions.
Contact the Parish office for more
information and to book your space:

:}

FREE. UOTES
01732 353811, /07884 077418

- 5. 14
www.tonbridgetreecare.co.uk

undoubtedly a great handyman service!”

NO CALL OUT FEE!
NO JOB TOO SMALL!
FOR HOME & GARDEN!

:- thomasrobertson008@gmail.com

Contact :- Tom Robertson
Mobile :- 07955-714304

Email

() investors

Chartered financial planners and discretionary investment
managers, providing impartial advice on:

Impact investing and reporting

Investment management services for individuals, pension schemes
and charities

W

Financial life planning and cash flow modelling
Family and business protection

Specialist advice on pension transfers, options at retirement, tax
planning, trust and estate planning.

Corporate advice including workplace pensions, risk benefits and
employee benefits

FGEq KRXQ

Working in partnership with legal and other financial professionals

To discuss our services in more detail, please contact:

Andrew Meade
APFS/Chartered Financial Planner, based in Tonbridge.

& 07872 508008
9 andrew.meade@eqinvestors.co.uk

@& eqinvestors.co.uk

Member of Association of Christian Financial Advisers (ACFA) and Society of Later Life Advisers

(SOLLA). EQ Investors is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

13
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Parish Information & Contacts

www.tonbridgeparishchurch.org.uk

acebook  @TonParishChurch
www.bit.ly/TonParishChu rchYT
@PeterPaulTon

@peterpaulton Ser\

olved In chu

's ministry 8am Hon 5n, St. Saviour
ers: Tiny Acorns 10am su ' gter & St. Paul*
2rs: Teddies S5pm Simply 3 R .

*Also avallable on o
**Holy Communlo

Services will rééume in the Au Imn at St. Saviour,

St. Philip and St. Andrew. )|
Please check our website for details.

Online

YouTube channel:
www.bit.ly/TonP

Please check our website regularly for announcements on services, new activities and events

perspectives



about:blank
about:blank
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In times of need,
family matters

Let our family,
care for your family

Your final farewell should respect your loved one’s mshes and comfort those they leave Abbey Funeral Services
behind. Our family has provided funeral services to families and friends in the Tonbridge is independently

area, for 30 years, we know this is a time when a caring family can make all the difference. ]{’“”W"’-’Iy (;/?r;i
Jim and .o Farker.

Our promise to you:-

& We understand your wishes and we’re here to help
& Our emergency service is 24/7 and our phone is always
answered personally

& We always provide itemised estimates
A& We operate our own mortuary and private chapel of rest

& We’re proud members of SAIF and BIFD AB BEY
& Your family, not profit, is our main priority
funeral services
01 732 3 6 032 8 Talk to us about funeral plans from Golden Charter
= Your local family
www.abbeyfs.co.uk Golden Charter - Fusteral Directors

absolute THE PIANO SHOP

it

DESIGN. PRINT. DISPLAY.

SPECIALISING IN DELIVERING THE BEST DESIGN & PRINT
SOLUTIONS TO BUSINESSES OF ALL SIZES

Fantastic selection of pianos, both upright and grand,
new and restored. Starter and digital pianos.

Nevill Estate Yard, Eridge,
Free ground \TUNbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9JR

floor delivery on
all pianos Tel. 01892 543233
www.thepianoshopkent.co.uk

Monday to
Saturday
10am - 5pm

#&m Lot Lyt tf‘&);'

PHOTOCOPYING
SCANNING
PLAN DRAWINGS

SIGNAGE
Musical Bumps
FLYERS & LEAFLETS ! Tonbridge & Sevenoaks

BOOKLETS - Our weekday classes for 0-4 years are
POSTERS usually held at the Parish Church.

At the time of writing, we are having fun
BUSINESS CARDS - with the full timetable taking place via

& MORE! zoom online!
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

New families are always welcome to trial a class

= margaret.lewinemusicalbumps.com
| | L 4 = [ 07736 244142
|61 High Street Tonbridge, Kent TING | BX f 2 ¥\ h

o solutecp.couk
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St Peter & St Paul - St Philip - St Andrew - St Saviour

TONBRIDGE PARISH CHURCH PRESENTS

WORHIP
©WILD

Join us in the churchyard of St Peter & St Paul on
Church Lane from 3pm to 3:45pm. Games, activities, and
good news in the great outdoors! All families welcome!

oEPT 26TH - GENEROOITY
OCT 24TH - WISDOM
NOV 28TH - PATIENCE
DEC 24TH - NATIVITY IN THE WILD
\. 3

M{W VDY,
400? WPpox
SO U ﬁ@%
: 20 0 /
%'(lll/l..mm :02020?&. rﬂ:lqoo"o- N A



